Tairāwhiti Community Law Centre – Kaupapa Māori Report
“Ka kuhu au ki te ture, hei mātua mo te pani – I seek refuge in the law for it is a parent to the
oppressed” - Nā Te Kooti Arikirangi Te Turuki.

Tēnā koutou,
Dorothy and I have immense pleasure in presenting this Kaupapa Māori 6month update report to the Board and staff.
Since our appointments on 13 September and 18 October 2021, we have
really hit the ground running with our Kaupapa Māori service. The report
below outlines but some of our community and staff engagements that we
have been part of over the last 6 months. Over and above these
engagements, we have also been able to assist a large number of whanau
on both law related matters/information and Manaaki related
matters/information.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

LEGAL WĀNANGA - LAW RELATED EDUCATION WORKSHOPS
We held our first legal wānanga in Te Mahia at Tuahuru Marae with local kaumatua on 29 October 2021. With the
support of Gillian and Louis, we delivered a wills workshop to approximately 20 kaumātua. It was well received by the
people of Rongomaiwahine, and we have asked to go back and deliver a workshop for wills drafting.
Photos below from LRE at Tuahuru Marae, Te Mahia on the 29 October 2021.

Our second legal wānanga was held at the Ruatoria RSA and was supported by Gillian. We were received very well by
the large rōpu and appreciated the begging of making connections with our “Coast whānau”. Following the wānanga,
Marree held a legal clinic and took 1:1 appointments for whānau advice on EPOA, Wills, Trusts and Māori Land.

Photos below from LRE at the RSA in Ruatoria.

We received an over-whelming response from whānau so the delivery of more appointments and wānanga and we
were invited back to the Coast on the 7th and 8th of December to provide legal wānanga at the Waiapu RSA in Tikitiki
and the Progressive building in Te Araroa. After a lot of korero, we accepted the invitation and agreed to head to
Tikitiki and Te Araroa on 7th and 8th of December.
We conducted home visits in Tokomaru Bay, Ruatoria, Tikitiki, Rangitukia and Hicks-bay for those who needed
wills/EPOA’s signed off or who were unable to travel to Gisborne. Our aim was to provide home visits for kaumātua
who were unable to leave their homes due to health concerns. Kaumātua were extremely grateful that we attended
to them in their homes where they felt comfortable, and we probably had enough “cups of tea” in the 3 days to last
us for the rest of the year.
Whilst up the Coast, we were also invited to Tutua Marae by Anne Tangaere to attend to whānau who were at the
Marae on a 3-month Meth Rehabilitation programme and needed some legal advice about returning to their whenua
to build. Marree was able to advise two whānau members here and Dorothy was able to use some recently acquired
Family Court Process knowledge and her Manaaki Tairāwhiti knowledge to assist a father seeking a pathway to getting
his tamariki back. This visit was the highlight of our trip. The interaction from start to finish was beautiful. To be invited
onto a Marae, follow a tikanga process, advise whānau in a space that they feel safe, share kai and leave them with
the knowledge they needed to continue their haerenga was a hui I (Marree) will never forget.
Photos below from LRE at Waiapu RSA in Tikitiki.

In line with Government recommendations, we cancelled our February and March Coast face to face legal
wānanga, instead opting to deliver our first LRE via zoom to a group who are in the very beginning stages of
sorting their Māori Land out to build on their tipuna whenua. This clinic took place on 16 February.
Unfortunately, the infrastructure and WIFI in the office made for a disastrous first zoom session but we were
able to complete the running of the session via zoom. We are looking forward to running our March clinic
electronically and are grateful for the Pou we have in both Ruatoria and Te Araroa. We have also developed
an online survey monkey for the LRE required questions for reporting back to MOJ.

LEGAL CLINICS
The Kaupapa Māori service is currently operating the following legal clinics alongside LRE on request:
•
•
•

A weekly Wairoa legal clinic;
A weekly Gisborne legal clinic; and
A monthly “East Coast” legal clinic.

Feedback for the service to date has been overwhelmingly positive, with a number of whānau commenting just how
important it is to have a team that operate under Te Ao Māori framework and who understand tikanga and Te Reo
Māori. More importantly, a regular service that is willing to engage with them in their own individual towns in a manner
that allows them to feel safe and heard.
Feedback from the community in Wairoa regarding our weekly Wairoa clinic has also been overwhelming. Marree is
usually booked 3 weeks in advance and her Tuesday clinics are full almost every week.
These clinics would not be possible without the support of our entire team. A special mention to Ngawai for all of her
assistance with wills and EPOA drafting, Gillian and the Board for their support and Lee, Marie and Jenny for their
assistance with the booking of appointments and administration support. Your assistance with keeping our team
operating does not go unnoticed. Also, Louis for picking up the slack in areas where our knowledge is lacking.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

KAUPAPA MĀORI LEADERSHIP TEAM/SUPERVISION
Within the walls of our whare (workplace) we have also started the Kaupapa Māori leadership team and have begun
operating the following to foster knowledge and growth within all employees to support the kaupapa:
•
•
•
•

Weekly morning Karakia;
Weekly Kaupapa Māori akoako (learning) sessions;
3 Kaupapa Māori overnight Wānanga per year; and
Monthly Kaupapa Māori leadership meetings.

We are extremely grateful to Karen for her knowledge, time and support and we look forward to fostering the growth
of this rōpu. Marree has had her first legal supervision with Wi Pere during which she was co-opted onto the Maori
Caucus Executive Board. She will work closely with Wi Pere on her files and looks forward to becoming a fully
accredited mediator with the guidance and support of Wi Pere. Wi Pere has also offered to train Marree on Human
Right Law.
We anticipate continuing the service as it is currently run, with a goal to expand the team to include areas of law that
are not currently covered by Marree and Dorothy. We are extremely grateful for the support we have received from
lotteries and can already see the huge difference it is making within our community.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

KAUPAPA MĀORI – STAFF WĀNANGA
January 2022 saw our first staff Kaupapa Māori Wānanga for staff learning. We learnt about the history of
Gisborne, the different iwi and hapū here in Gisborne, local historical events, we practiced karakia, engaged
in akoko (learning), practiced our pepeha, learnt some Te Reo Māori, completed a strategic plan for the
Kaupapa and more importantly, engaged in whakawhanaungatanga for all. At the end of the wānanga, we

knew more about each other, and I believe we left more closer than before. The wānanga was a huge success
and we are grateful to Gillian, Karen and the Board for allowing us time during the work week to be fully
present in the wānaga.
Photos below from our first staff wānanga.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

TESTIMONIALS
We have received an abundance of feedback, testimonials and koha in support of the Kaupapa. Below is
but some of the feedback we have received.
“Having lawyers come up to Tikitiki and sit with us in our house is a huge thing because they get to feel the family.
We’re not sitting in an office somewhere in the city where there’s a desk between us and a guy on the other side with
his top button up” - Hugh Manuel, Tikitiki.
“I can see the need for late afternoon, evening sessions because my husband needs to be here but he works and can’t
take time off. I appreciate what you are doing so far. You were down to earth and understandable rather than using
the big lawyer words which can be hard for people to understand, including me” – Lisbet Kururangi, Rangitukia resident.
“It is massive that we have a legal ropu here on the East Coast who understands Te Ao Māori and Te Reo Māori. I can
guarantee my dad would not have got these Enduring Powers of Attorney done with anyone who he didn’t feel
comfortable with. The fact that you took the time to come to our whare and see dad where he felt comfortable tells
me that this Kaupapa is not just talk. Kanohi ki te kanohi is important to us, as is starting our hui with karakia. We all
felt safe and comfortable with you and Dorothy. We cannot thank you both enough” – Georgia Komene, Te Araroa.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

NEWS-PAPER ARTICLES
SEPTEMBER 2021 – GISBORNE HERALD ARTICLE
KAUPAPA MAORI VISION
Marree Kereru has joined Tairāwhiti Community Law Centre as a lawyer for
its Kaupapa Māori Pilot Project.
The project is aimed at building capacity for the centre to help meet the
legal needs of whānau Māori, particularly East Coast residents.
Mrs Kereru, who started in her role this week, says being able to advise
Maori is the reason she studied law in the first place . . . “to help Maori and
also to adhere to my own personal values”.

“History tells us that when Māori know about services and are well-informed about those services, they are more likely
to engage.
“Furthermore, when they know that the service, they are getting is culturally appropriate and therefore comes from
a place where they feel understood, then they are more likely to walk through the door.
“I would like whānau to know that I am Māori, and my goal is to use Te Ao Māori and mātauranga Māori to guide my
mahi. I would also like them to know that they are safe to approach me at the law centre.”
In her role, Mrs Kereru provides free legal services to Māori within the boundaries of Pōtaka to Raupunga.
As well as working in the Gisborne office, she will attend the Rural Support Roadshow every third Wednesday of the
month (Alert Level 1 only) at the Hati Nati Café from 10am to 1pm and be at the Wairoa office every Tuesday.
Services provided cover the areas of Māori land, wills, enduring powers of attorney, trusts, the Disputes Tribunal and
law-related education.
She will also appear in the Māori Land Court on behalf of whānau.
Mrs Kereru, who is of Ngaati Mahuta, Ngaati Raukawa and Tainui descent, has been passionate about Māori land law
since childhood.
As a young girl she attended hui with her “koro” (grandfather Tatu Keepa) and listened to whānau wānanga about
many issues, including Māori land.
“I was about three years old when I started going to those meetings so from a young age, I knew I wanted to help
Māori in that space.
“When I was eight, after coming home from Kawhia School, I told my parents that I wanted to be a lawyer. They have
supported me ever since.
“I went to Ōtorohanga College and then my parents realised it wasn't going to support my journey to tertiary
education, so they moved me to St Joseph's Māori Girls' College in Napier.
“From there, I attended the University of Otago and the University of Waikato.
“I completed an LLB (Bachelor of Law) and BA (Bachelor of Arts) specialising in Māori studies and continued my te reo
Māori journey with Te Wānanga o Aotearoa.
“My journey with law has come from a heartfelt place of hearing our people, more specifically my whānau, upset at
various things which were happening during their time — taking of land, being forced to manage their whenua in a
way that was not Māori.”
Mrs Kereru's focus as a kaupapa Māori lawyer is East Coast rural communities.
“We have a large Māori population on the East Coast, so our focus is to get back out into those rural communities
because we know that people in these communities are continuously calling out for our services.
“I think it's extremely important they are informed of and are able to access legal services regardless of their financial
standing and location.
Mrs Kereru says the vision of the Kaupapa Māori team is to provide a culturally appropriate legal service.
The team will consist of a lawyer and a community navigator/advocate (preferably someone based on the East Coast),
who will bridge the gap between the centre and the Coast.
“We provide a legal service underpinned by tikanga (cultural principles), kawa (cultural practices) and matauranga
Māori (Māori knowledge).”
Mrs Kereru acknowledged the Tairāwhiti Law Centre Board of Trustees for continuing to push for more resources to
better assist Māori within the centre's boundaries to get access to justice.
She also acknowledged the centre's staff — past and present — for working with the resources they have had to meet
these needs, including a regular Māori Land Court Wednesday clinic with centre volunteer Diane Carter.
“After the departure of lawyer Marcia Insley, Diane stepped in to fill the gap left with Māori land law, and prior to
Marcia, other lawyers serviced the East Coast clinics so that these communities still had access to their services.”
Mrs Kereru is also looking forward to using her skills to help her own whānau and hapu. She is a trustee of her whānau
trust and co-representative for Te Tairāwhiti on Te Hunga Roia Māori (Māori Law Society).

By Akula Sharma

OCTOBER 2021 – PIPIWHARAUROA ARTICLE/WAIROA STAR ARTICE

NOVEMBER 2021 - PIPIWHARAUROA ARTICLE

_______________________________________________________________________________________

FURTHER RESOURCES
Whilst out on the road, we saw the need for a 4x4 vehicle for the Kaupapa and we have begun the process
of seeking funding for a 4x4 Ute. We believe that the vehicle will pay for itself and will provide us with a
waka for the Kaupapa and also allow us to travel safely around our rohe.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

NGĀ MIHI – THANK YOU
As you can see, the Kaupapa Māori service (which has been well received by our community) is already
proving to be a huge success. We are very grateful for your support from the background and look forward
to updating you following our one year “Kaupapa Māori anniversary”.
Nā,

Marree Kereru (Kaupapa Māori Lawyer) and Dorothy Taare-Smith (Kauapapa Māori/Manaaki Tairāwhiti
Advocate)

